Behind the Scenery - Progressive Melodic Death Metal from Southern Germany

INFO

After a 4 years break, the current album "Retroviseur" is set to be released. On their 3rd album Behind the Scenery celebrate a balancing act between modern melodic death metal , the band-typical catchy tunes and relaxed passages with a crystalclear female voice. Compared to the predecessor "...Of Honesty Forbidden",  which got very good reviews in respective magazines like Rock Hard, Hammer or Legacy, the complexity of the material gave way to experimental elements and a vast stylistic bandwidth without neglecting the typical trademarks of the band.

History

1996 - 1997:

Behind the Scenery was brought to life in Göppingen, Southern Germany, by vocalist Holger Speidel, drummer Uwe Kurz, bassist Andy Kurz and the two guitarists Thomas Lindberg and Till van der List. The group rose out of the ashes of a Thrash band, but decided to change the musical direction entirely. Their new style – more or less a tribute to the very popular Gothenburg melodic death scene – was presented on their debut album "Nocturnal Beauty of a Dying Land" (1997), which was either released and distributed by the band itself. Respective magazines like Lärmbelästigung, Eternity, Mystical Music, Deftone and Metal Invader honoured the efforts with good reviews,  reflected in a considerable number of sold copies.

1998 – 1999:
Numerous concerts in and outside of Southern Germany with well-known underground acts like Apophis, EverEve, Immortal Rites, Mirror of Deception and End of Green followed the release of the first album. Meanwhile, the band worked feverishly on material for the second album, only interrupted by the resignation of bassist and founding member Andy Kurz, who left the band due to musical differences in 1998. The band found a more than worthy replacement in Guntram Berger, who supported the songwriting process of the second album with fresh ideas and some of incredible bass techniques.

In 1999, Behind The Scenery could finally sign a deal with Grind Syndicate Media (Disbelief, Dewscented, Burden of Grief, among others) - a distinctive turning point for the reputation of the group. "Nocturnal Beauty" was rereleased in fall 1999, successfully followed by the second album "...Of Honesty Forbidden" in 2000, which had been recorded at the end of 1999. The album came up with more complex material, offering a large variety of speed, sounds and melodies which resulted in ten fairly progressive and sophisticated songs. Additional piano parts brought some impressionistic ideas into the advanced melodic death structures, as well as calm acoustic guitars and classical leads.

The reviews, now showing up in better known magazines like Rock Hard, Legacy and Hammer, ranged from good to excellent, apart from the fact that some critics found the more progressive orientation to be too complex, having some impact on groove and feeling.

2000 – 2001:
The year of 2000 began with a sad good-bye: Till van der List left the band in order to start his studies in Northern Germany. Facing the serious loss, the band decided to engage two worthy guitarists at his place: Simon Abele and Stefan Horn, having the two of them for alternative reasons. With the both of them establishing as full members of the group, the guitar trio was perfect and gave the band the possibility to present all aspects of their music live on stage. Numerous concerts followed which could consolidate the fanbase and increase the reputation within the European Melodic Death scene.

2002 – 2003:
Due to time problems and the good-bye of Simon Abele in 2002 – again for educational reasons –  live presence and the work on songs for the 3rd album became more and more difficult. With four members studying at different universities around Southern Germany, working out new material had to be delayed several times. It was not till summer 2003 that the group engaged excessive songwriting sessions. Having learned lessons from the previous released, the focus was set on groove, feeling and reduced complexity. In order to go beyond the musical limits set by Melodic Death, the new songs tried to integrate styles from other musical worlds without kicking the metal frame.

2004:
By upgrading the recently aquired rehearsal rooms professionally and recording the raw material on their own, the band kept as much control as possible during the recording sessions for their 3rd album, which were finished in January 2004.

The raw material was refined in the Stonehenge Studios Bonn (Aardvarks, Syre, Voltaire) by Oliver Weiskopf, lifting the musical visions of the band into new dimensions by its powerful yet transparent sound. Including the astonishing abilities of piano player Joe Biedert and female singer Isabel Jasse in order to broaden the musical horizon of the new material, the band managed to set statements that will give crucial impuls to what we know as “Melodic Death”.
The final album "Rétroviseur" will be released in 2004 and its tremendous diversity will not only address faithful fans but should also be appreciated by a new,  “untypical" audience.

