BEHIND THE SCENERY

...Of Honesty Forbidden

REVIEWS

Rock Hard 7/2000

9/10 points

Although they wanted to emancipate from the Gothenburg-Sound, this drawer is still the appropriate one for Behind The Scenery. The guys from Southern Germany don't imitate In Flames but have found their own formula to create superb Melodic Death Metal. Apart from the traditionally touched twin-guitar metal parts, particularly the classical elements can convince. Especially the ingenuity of the bass and guitar fuga-part in  “Another Stranger" can hardly be topped and is strongly recommended to many wannabe-maestros for study who may engage an orchestra as a keyboard substitute.  The dragging "Innermost Emotions" comes along with
progressive breaks in the vein of Death, combined with harmonies which remind me of the master-pieces of Hypocrisy. The prelude in "Compressed Individuality" and the concluding instrumental "Epilogue" offer brilliant
acoustic-guitar parts. With this excellent album, Behind the Scenery are hot candidates for the title "Newcomer of the Year" !

R. Pöpperl

Internet@Metal, 10/2000

8/10 points
Some years ago, I would have agreed to those who suppose cool Death Metal only to come from Sweden. But somehow a dominance of opposite opinions manifests in my physical constitution. To say it clearly: holy shit, there are some fucking good bands in Germany! Without any doubt, I believe BEHIND THE SCENERY from Southern Germany to be one of this damn good bands! Those gentlemen have just released their second album “…Of Honesty Forbidden” which nearly stripped my trousers when I heard it for the first time! I haven’t heard such a complex, various and musically absolutely convincing work for a really long time. The guys from Göppingen (near Stuttgart) offer us Melodic Death Metal, particularly convincing by its complexity. The album as a whole has a quite complex appeal. Framed with a godlike piano intro and also a fine outro, each song is placed at the right position and even the cover artwork seems to fit exactly into the bands concept. Their music is incredibly various and can hardly be described with “Melodic Death Metal” alone. I can’t deny some parallels to Opeth, but the feeling the guys would aim to sound like Akkerfelds band doesn’t appear at any second. This similarity may be caused by the slight bass-lines. On the whole, very different influences can be found on the album. Starting from traditional Heavy Metal up to the extreme metal of modern times, everything leaves traces behind in the band`s style. The ten songs go directly at one’s ear so it is not easy to get rid of certain hooklines. The production is quite good too and offers an acceptable alternative to the Abyss/Fredman uniform sound. Beside “Dark Age” from Hamburg, BEHIND THE SCENERY are big hopefuls for the German metal scene!

Michael Schild

Metal Hammer, 07/2000

5/7 points
With their 2nd album, Behind The Scenery have finally managed to produce Melodic Death Metal without instantly thinking of a certain town in Southern Sweden. They don`t simply place sonorous guitar leads in the foreground, they rather combine the harmony of different sounds, growing into one another in a complex way. Particularly the guitar lines are cut out from the basic sound very beautifully and will be noticed by their pleasant lightness. Sometimes they nearly seem to hold out their hand to you in order to show you a mystic subterranean passage. No, the sunlight doesn‘t shine upon this music definitely, sometimes even the drums sound like a mole digging his way out of the soil. The music finds a gloomy continuation in lyrics that create a sad image of our society. Things being are in a bad way are described in all details and only occasional accoustic guitars offer a gleam of hope. Behind The Scenery don’t act too aggressive regarding the oppressive heavyness of their topic. Their compositions are rather dressed in a certain melancholy that bears the seed of resignation in itself and soon brakes the fast passages. But that’s not too bad for the music because these living emotions spread an undeniable intensity.

Michael Schäfer


The Metal Merchant, Summer 2000


The Swedish Death Institution from Göppingen finally got their second album on the starting line! There hasn’t been much of a change on the musical side. The guys remained faithful to their principles, melodic guitar riffs with agressive screaming vocals on top. Partly it reminds me of older Dark Tranquillity und I think this comparison will weigh heavily on the band forever. What diminishes the overall result, is the pretty thin sound, it doesn't really bang, but this hopefully changes next time, so a fantastic attack can be expected. The musical abilities can be set on a high level, which can be recognized above all in all the blast parts where the drummer
thrashes his kit like a dervish, while the guitar front is playing some melodies just off-the-cuff. Surely recommendable for Sweden lunatics because principally, as a fan of this musical style, you can't do anything wrong.

Martin Rubrecht
