Behind The Scenery – The Making Of „Rétroviseur”

BEHIND THE SCENERY - Progressive Melodic Death from Southern Germany! After a creative break of four years, Behind The Scenery finally strike back with their current album "Rétroviseur". The band is celebrating a well-balanced mixture of modern melodic Death Metal, amazing hooklines and relaxed passages with crystal-clear female vocals. While the band's last album "...Of Honesty Forbidden", which received excellent reviews in mags like Rock Hard, Hammer or Legacy, impressed by its complexity and sophisticated structures, "Rétroviseur" focusses on a wider variety of sounds and redefines the band's groove without neglecting typical trademarks.
 

BEHIND THE SCENERY were founded in 1996 in the Southern German town of Göppingen (near Stuttgart) as a garage band project of vocalist Holger Speidel, drummer Uwe Kurz, bass player Andy Kurz and the two guitarists Thomas Lindberg and Till van der List. Their debut album "Nocturnal Beauty Of A Dying Land" basically contained Gothenburg-like Melodic Metal and was published and distributed by the band itself. Mags and fanzines like Lärmbelästigung, Eternity, Mystical Music, Deftone and Metal Invader reacted with high ratings, helping the group to increase sales and reputation. The debut release was followed by numerous concerts in and without Southern Germany, e.g. with well-known German underground heroes like Apophis, EverEve, Immortal Rites, Mirror Of Deception or End Of Green. In the meantime, the musicians' work on new material for the second album was only interrupted by the loss of founding member Andy Kurz in 1998, who was replaced by a high-talented bass-player from the local scene - Guntram Berger.
 

1999 marked a very important turning point in the career of the group as they were signed by Grind Syndicate Media (Disbelief, DewSented, Burden Of Grief and others). In autumn of 1999, the band entered the studio in order to produce their second album "...Of Honesty Forbiddden". Unfortunately, its release was delayed several times - it was not until 2000 that first copies hit the stores. Again, reviews in the majority of important mags - including Rock Hard, Legacy or Hammer - ranged from very good to excellent, although the sophisticated structures and complex arrangements turned out to be too much for some listeners.
 

Till van der List, one of the creative heads of the original BTS-sound, left the band in a shock by his departure at the end of 1999 - his studies took him to Northern Germany. But very soon, two new faces joined the band and completed the guitar section - Simon Abele and Stefan Horn. Resulting in a set of three guitarists, the following gigs marked a new highlight in the bands live performance, because all details and lead melodies could be reproduced like heard the CD. The number of concerts increased continously, broadening and consolidating a certain fanbase.
 

Two years after the release of "...Of Honesty Forbidden", the bands activities were reduced more and more. Not only beeing a result of the departure of Simon Abele, but also of the very critical time schedules of the lasting members , work for the third album was delayed several times. Not willing to give up, the band decided to schedule a large songwriting sessions in summer 1998, followed by the recordings for the new album. In order to have full control of all sound and recording issues, tons of professional equipment were bought or hired and installed in the group's rehearsal room. The recorded raw material was mixed and mastered at the Stonehenge Studios Bonn (Aardvarks, Syre, Voltaire) by Oliver Weskopf, pushing the band's musical visions to new dimensions with it's punchy and yet transparent production. 
 

By integrating a whole bunch of different sound-elements like jazz, piano or the amazing vocals of Isabel Jasse, Behind The Scenery successfully broadened their musical horizon significantly and will give important inputs to what is known as Melodic Death. Planned to be released in 2004, "Rétroviseur" will not only convince the band's early fanbase, but also gain new listeners due to it's enormous variety and untypical influences - so be aware!
